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August 15, 2019 

Robert Uhler 
Community Development Director 
City of Fort Scott 
123 S Main Street 
Fort Scott, KS 66701 

Dear Mr. Robert Uhler, 

I 

On August 8, 2019, Agriculture Engineering Associates was engaged by City of Fort Scott to perform a 
walk through and visual structural inspection of a three-story historic building located at 10 North National 
Ave in Fort Scott, Kansas. Along with the owner Mr. Scott Johnson, I was accompanied by the Fort Scott 
Fire Chief Mr. Paul Ballou and two other firefighters. The Fire Chief remained on the main floor while Mr. 
Johnson accompanied me throughout the three floors and onto the exterior of the roof. I investigated the 
basement area alone. 

The purpose of the structural observation was to assess the existing conditions and identify potential 
inadequacy of the load bearing walls as well as the general condition of the exterior walls. A visual review 
of the exterior and an interior inspection of all three existing floors, basement area and the roof itself. 

Access was allowable to the roof area through a narrow service opening. Complete access to the entire 
structure was limited due to the condition of the building and safety concerns of the owner. The foremost 
concern is whether installing a new roof and sealing the building from further water damage would enable 
the structure to remain for a significant amount of time. 

Based on the plaque near the top of the structure the building was erected in 1888. The building is a three
story load bearing brick and wood structure located in downtown Fort Scott with a full basement and 
concrete floor. The basement contained four large stone and mason columns located along the centerline of 

the floor. These columns along with the members above are used to support the load along the center of the 
structure. No information was provided but the first floor appeared to be primarily used as a business or 
showroom with the second and third floors divided into rental apartments. The building has apparently not 

been inhabited in quite some time based on the condition of the interior structure. The visual inspection 
conducted for this report was for structural purposes only with no intent for future occupancy. Several of 

the windows and exterior doors were damaged or missing. Any wood structural members located in the 
interior of the building are so badly damaged they should be considered a complete loss and demolished. 
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